FOLSOM CORDOVA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Course Outline
Honors English 6

Datee November 2003
Proposed GradeLevel(s): 6
Grading: A-F

Prerequisites:. Combination of achievement tests and grades consistent with demonstrated above grade
level work in English Language Arts

BRIEF COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The curriculum for this course medts the Cdifornia Standards for English Language Arts in reading, writing,
written and ord English language conventions, and listening and speeking for the sixth grade. In addition,
sudents are accelerated to explore standards for subsequent grade levels. They are given opportunities to delve
more deeply into literature searching for complex themes and reaionships and to support their assertions with
textud references. This course requires students to understand and apply in writing and ord discusson the
academic language of the discipline,

GENERAL GOAL SPURPOSES:

Honors English Language Arts a the sixth grade leve is designed to prepare students with skills and strategies
that will dlow them to be successful in honors and/or advanced placement classes. This course focuses on
active engagement with the text including a firm undersanding of the author's purpose.  Studerts are required
to andyze identify, define, explain, and critique fictiond and non-fictiond text, and primary source documents
and to support their assertions in well-organized written and oral presentations.

STUDENT READING COMPONENT:

Word origins:

Explicit indruction will be provided in the underganding of word origins and word reaionships using
higtoricd and literary context clues, and interpreting figurative language and shades of meaning.

Reading Comprehension:

Sudents will be given indruction and guided practice usng a host of comprehenson drategies including
anadysis of text structure, organization, and author’s purpose to interpret grade level or advanced text.

Literary response and Analysis:

Students will be given indruction and guided practice using the grade level anthology and other grade leve or
advanced texts to andyze literature to determine the rel ationshi ps between setting, plot, and character.

STUDENT WRITING COMPONENT:

Writing:

Students will have explicit indruction in the writing gpplications gspecificdly mentioned in the Cdifornia
Standards for 8" grade. Application of correct written conventions will be assessed and instruction provided for
students not currently meeting sandards in this area.



STUDENT ORAL COMPONENT:

Listening and Speaking:

Students will be given indruction and numerous opportunities to apply ligening and spesking skills in forma
and informa presentations and discussons.  Ingruction, peer and teacher feedback, and opportunities for
student reflection will be provided for forma presentations.

DETAILED UNITSOF INSTRUCTION:

See atached gppendix with descriptions of the units of ingruction including how the CORE curriculum will be
differentiated for honors sudents. Differentiation e ementsinclude:

Acceleration:

Students will explore sdected standards, representing more complex and in-depth andyss of text, found in
subsequent grades.

Enrichment:

Student will be given opportunities to research in-depth topics related to English language arts, such as author
or genre studies, or topics related to other curricular areas, and to bring their own novel but wel-supported
interpretations to their research.

I ndependent Reading:

Students will be exposed to reading materid representing various genres and points of view. Students will be
encouraged to read widdly and to begin to develop a sense of their own persond reading preferences, and
biases. Students will be asked to expand their reading beyond their current personal tastes.

THISCOURSE WILL PREPARE STUDENTSFOR THE HSEE AND/OR FCUSD EXIT EXAMSIN:

Writing, Reading, and Language Arts

LAB FEE, IF REQUIRED: None

SUBJECT AREA CONTENT STANDARDS TO BE ADDRESSED:

Please see Appendix.

DISTRICT ESLRsTO BE ADDRESSED:

Middle school English students will become:

Self-directed Learners who will read and write independently, gaining confidence in ther abilities to think
on their own and take responghility for their own learning. They will be able to use notes and a &extbook to
assis them in continuing their learning outside of the classroom stting.

Effective _Communicators who can dealy aticulate their ideas in writing usng sandard American
English and deliver effective ord presentations and arguments in both forma and informa settings  They
will be able to andyze gppropriate levels of formality in speech and writing and hone active ligtening skills.

Quality Producerg/Performers who understand the importance of neat, organized work (both written and
ord) that demondrates their thinking and understanding. They will take pride in adl assgnments and redize
the value of creating an error-free product.

Congructive_Thinkers who are ale to complete tasks with organization, logic, reasoning and writing
ills that they have developed. They will reflect on their work and/or actions to enhance the outcome and
vaue of their contributions.




Collaborative Workers who can work in a vaiety of sdtings in culturdly diverse groups. They will be
able to form and use collaborative groups to drengthen ther own understanding in addition to providing
constructive feedback and support for others.

Responsible Citizens who ae prepared to contribute to our democracy in podtive ways. They will be
people who accept the consequences of their actions and who demondrate their understanding of their role
in the learning process.




Appendix

English 6

CHAPTER 1 (5 weeks)

1% Quarter

CHAPTER 2 (4 weeks)

Reading Acceleration

Move students toward the 7" grade Literary Response

and Andysis Standard which requires that they
identify events that advance the plot and determine
how each event explains past or present action(s) and
foreshadows future action(s). p.20.

Move students toward the 7*" grade standard 3.3 by
discussng characterization. Point out thet authors
bring charactersto life through the words, actions, and
thoughts of the characters portrayed; through
description; and the words or actions of other
characters (pp. 52,57,73,93).

Adding Depth to Writing

Create complex characters by fleshing them out
beyond the limits of the story. Asaclasscreatea
survey of favorite foods, activities, and movies, etc.
Fill out the survey from the viewpoint of the
imaginary character in your story. Use some of these
detallsto provide color in your story.

Enrichment

Use symbolsto understand the link between setting
and conflict. P.27

Have students read another folktae and create a
cause and effect chain showing how a series of
events moves the plot dong.

Research

Use the biography of Ray Bradbury and his article
“The Smdl Town Plaza What Lifeis All About.”
(www.hrw.com). Discuss how Bradbury would view
the ideas presented in “What Will our Towns Look
Like?

Have student locate the full text of Executive
Order 9066 usng www.GoHRW.com and links to
PBSonline. In groups have sudents summarize
the order for a class presentation. Discuss student
reactions to the document.

Additional Reading

Children of the Wild West by Russdll Friedman

Journey to Topaz by Y oshiko Uchida

Use the Academic L anguage featur e found toward the end of each chapter




Gradeb6

CHAPTER 3 (5 weeks)

2" Quarter

CHAPTER 4 (4 weeks)

Reading Acceleration

Move students toward the 7" grade Literary
Response and Andysis standard 3.4 which requires
that they identify and analyze recurring themes (pp.
116, 137, and 151)

Move students toward 7" grade Literary Response and
Andyss standard 3.1 which asks students to identify
the purposes and characterigtics of different forms of

prose (p 177).

Adding Depth to Writing

Have sudents include an andysis of the film’s unique
elements such as editing, soundtrack, pacing, €tc. in
their movie reviews (p. 673)

Enrichment

Have students create an ongoing list of “Labors of
Love’ that they know about persondly, or read or hear
about. Do any of these examples dso illudirate iron?
(p. 159)

Direct students to chart each character’ sjourney
garting by listing how the character respondsto the
car and continuing with each subsequent event (pp 186
and 231).

Research

Research Hans Christian Anderson’slife
(Www.GoHRW.com Living aFair Tde Life) and
examine histravel writings. Evauate comments by a
critic of Anderson’swork (pp. 141 and 142).

Additional Reading

The Pigman by Paul Zindd
City: A Story of Roman Planning and Congructionby
David Macuaulay

African American Folktales for Y oung Readers by
Richard and Judy Dockrey Young

Missssppi Chdlenge by Mildred Pitts Walter
Making Sens=: Anima Perception and
Communication by Bruce Brooks

Use the Academic L anguage featur e found toward the end of each chapter




CHAPTER 5 (6 weeks)

Grade6

3rd Quarter

CHAPTER 6 (3 weeks)

Reading Acceleration

Move students toward 7" grade Literary Response and
Analyss standard 3.5 which asks students to compare
and cortrasgt points of view in narrative text and

explan how the point of view effectsthe overdl

theme of the work (pp. 243, 257, and 289).

Move students toward the 8th grade Literary Response
and Andysis standard 3.6 which asks students to
identify ggnificant literary devicesthat definea

writer’s style and use those eements to interpret the
work (pp. 350 and 365).

Adding Depth to Writing

Provide opportunities to rewrite paragraph or selection
from a different point of view. (pp. 265 and 267).

Encourage students to explore the concept of the
extended metaphor. Look for examples of extended
metaphors in their favorite poems or song lyrics.
Write a poem, song lyric, or essay using an extended
metaphor (p. 666).

Enrichment

Encourage students to take on the persona of an
historical figure fighting for freedom. Have sudents
write diary entries from their figure' s point of view (p.
296).

Have students find out more about home essness
localy. What resources are available? (p. 356).

Research

Find out more about Gary Paulson and the Iditarod by
going to www.GoHRW.com

Sandra Cisneros writes vignettes. Define vignettes
and have students find other examples from Cisneros
and other writersto read doud to the class (p. 367).

Additional Reading

The Watson's Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paull
Curtis

Harriet Tubman: The Moses of Her People by Sarah
Bradford

Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World by Jennifer
Armstrong

Taking to the Sun by Kenneth Koch and Kate Farrell
Lincoln in his Own Words by Milton Méeltzer

Black Women L eaders of the Civil Rights Movement
by ZitaAllen

Use the Academic L anguage featur e found toward the end of each chapter




CHAPTER 7 (4 weeks)

Grade6

4th Quarter

CHAPTER 8 (5 weeks)

Reading Acceleration

Move students toward the 7" grade Reading
Comprehension standard 2.6 which asks students to
assess the adequacy, accuracy, and appropriateness of
the author’ s evidence to support claims and assertions
(pp. 413 and 417).

Move students toward 7" grade Literary Response and
Andyss gandard 3.6 which asks studentsto andlyze a
range of responsesto a literary work and determine the
extent to which the literary dements in the work

shaped the responses. (pp. 429, 433).

Adding Depth to Writing

Contact an outside source for information and
viewpoints on your persuasivetopic. Incorporate
these viewpointsin your essay. Collect examples of
advertisements that show a*“cdl to action”. Display
them on a bulletin board (p. 626).

Enrichment

Challenge students to add more versesto the ballad,
John Henry, maintaining the rhyme scheme and
meter of the origind (p. 406).

Create a presentation for the class using agraphic
chart, that shows how each event explains a prior
event or foreshadows a future event (p. 453)

Research

Encourage students to research the modern haiku and
formulate two generdizations about the differences
between the classical and contemporary haiku ( p.
397).

Have students find out more about sSinger’ s unusua
sories. Where did the ideas originate? Where do they
take place? (p. 456)

Additional Reading

It'saWoman's World by Nel Phillip
Mystery of the Mammoth Bones by James Cross
Giblin

Outcast by Rosemary Sutdliff
Blizzard by Jm Murphy

Use the Academic L anguage featur e found towar d the end of each chapter




The Folsom Cordova Unified School District prohibits discrimination, intimidation, harassment
(including sexual harassment) or bullying based on a person’s actual or perceived ancestry, color,
disability, race or ethnicity, religion, gender, gender identity or gender expression, immigration status,
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, or association with a person or group with one or more of these
actual or perceived characteristics. For concerns/questions or complaints, contact the Title IX
Coordinator(s) and Equity Compliance Officer(s): Curtis Wilson, cmwilson@fcusd.org (grades K-5)
and Jim Huber, ED. D., jhuber@fcusd.org (grades 6-12), 1965 Birkmont Drive, Rancho Cordova, CA
96742, 916-294-9000 ext.104625
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