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1AI See Me

I see.

I see 2 eyes.

I see 1 nose.

I see 2 ears.

I see 1 mouth.

I see 1 chin.

I see hair.

I see me.
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1 BI See Pets

I see 1 cat.

I see 2 dogs.

I see 3 fish.

I see 2 cats.

I see 1 dog.

I see 3 birds.

I see 1 snake.

I see pets.
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1CI See Families

I see 1 baby.

I see 2 sisters.

I see 2 brothers.

I see 2 mothers.

I see 2 fathers.

I see 1 grandmother.

I see 1 grandfather.

I see families.
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1 DI See Clothes

I see 2 socks.

I see 1 shirt.

I see 3 shoes.

I see 2 caps.

I see pants.

I see 1 T-shirt.

I see 2 jackets.

I see clothes.
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2AI See the Classroom

I see the pencils.

I see the paper.

I see the clock.

I see the desks.

I see 2 chairs.

I see the windows.

I see 3 books.

I see the classroom.
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2BI See the School

I see the classrooms.

I see the office.

I see the playground.

I see the kitchen.

I see the parking lot.

I see 1 bus.

I see the sidewalk.

I see the school.
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2CI See the Playground

I see the swings.

I see the slides.

I see the grass.

I see the jump rope.

I see 3 balls.

I see the jungle gym.

I see 2 trees.

I see the playground.
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2DI See the Class

I see.

I see 1 boy.

I see 1 girl.

I see 2 girls.

I see 1 teacher.

I see 3 girls.

I see 2 boys.

I see the class.
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3I See the Fruit

I see 3 apples.

I see grapes.

I see the orange.

I see 4 cherries.

I see the melon.

I see bananas.

I see 3 pears.

I see the fruit.
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4You See the Zoo

I see you.

I see monkeys.

You see 3 birds.

You see the lions.

I see 2 elephants.

You see tigers.

I see the 2 zebras.

You see the zoo.
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5I See the Park

You see the grass.

I see 2 ducks.

You see flowers.

You see the trees.

I see 2 birds.

You see the swings.

You see slides.

I see the park.
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6I Can See

Can I see the car?

I can see the car.

Can you see 2 trucks?

You can see 2 trucks.

Can I see the bike?

I can see the bike.

Can you see 2 planes?

You can see the planes.
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7Can You See Me?

You see me.

Can you see the tree?

Can you see me?

You see the rock.

You can see me.

Can you see the car?

Can you see me?

You can see me.
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8You and I Can See

You and I can see.

You and I can see the hat.

You and I see the belt.

I can see the shirt.

You see the pants.

You and I see the sock.

You can see the shoe.

You and I see the scarecrow.
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9I See You

You can see the moon 
and the stars.

You see the clouds 
and the rain.

I can see the wind 
and the kite.

You see the sun and 
the rainbow.

I see the boat and the water.

You can see the spider and 
the web.

I see the train.

I see you.
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1 0You and Me

Can you see me?

Can I see you?

You can see me.

I can see you.

You can see the mask.

I can see the hat.

We can see.

We can see you and me.
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1 1We Can See

Can you and I see?

Can we see?

I can see.

You can see.

We can see.

You can see me.

I can see you.

We can see.
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12Can We See?

Can we see the ant?

You and I can see the ant.

Can you see the mat?

You see the mat.

Can I see the man?

I can see the man.

Can we see the man 
and the mat?

We see the mat and the man.
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13We Sat

I sat.

You sat.

We sat and sat.

I see the mat.

You see the mat.

I sat on the mat.

You sat on the mat.

We sat on the mat.
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1 4Can You See Me?

Am I a man?

I am a man.

Can you see me?

I am on the mat.

Am I an ant?

I am an ant.

Can you see me?

I am on the can.
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1 5The Mat

A mat.

I sat on the mat.

You sat on the mat.

The man sat on the mat.

We sat and sat.

You and the man sat on 
the mat.

The man is on the mat.

A mat.
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1 6Can You See?

Can you see the man?

Yes. The man is on the car.

Can you see the rat?

Yes. The rat is on the car.

Can you see the ant?

Yes. The ant is on the car.

I can see the man and the rat.

I can see the ant.
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17Yes. I Am.

Are we on the mat?

Yes. We are on the mat.

Am I on the car?

Yes. I am on the car.

Are you on the ant?

No. The ant is on you.

Are we on the rat?

No. We are not on the rat.
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1 8The Ant

The ant ran.

It is in the can.

It is on the can.

Is it in the car? No.

Is it on the car? Yes.

It is on the mat.

Is it on the man? Yes.

The ant and the man ran.
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19Sam and Ann Ran

Can Sam sit on the mat? Yes.

Can Ann sit on the mat? Yes.

Sam and Ann are on the mat.

Is the can on the mat? No.

Is 1 ant on the can? No.

Are 2 ants on the can? Yes.

Is a rat in the can? Yes.

Sam and Ann ran.
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20The Ant and the Fan

Is the ant fat?

Yes. It is a fat ant.

Is the ant on the fan? No.

Is the fat ant in the tin can? No.

Is it on the tin can? Yes.

Is the fan in the can? No.

Is the fan on? Yes.

It is on and the fat ant is gone.



SIPPS® Beginning Level © Developmental Studies Center and John Shefelbine

21The Fan and the Hat

Can Sam sit on the mat? 
Yes, he is on the mat.

Is Ann in the tan mat? No, she 
is on it.

Is the man on the mat? No. 
He isn’t.

Is a hat on the man? Yes. It is 
on him.

Is the fan on? Yes. The fan 
is on.

Is the hat on the man? No. 
It isn’t.

Is the hat on Ann? No. 
She has no hat.

Is the hat on Sam? Yes. 
The hat is on him.
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22Sam Hits the Ball

Sam has a ball. He hits the ball. 

Can the man get the ball? No. 
He can’t.

Can Ann get it? No. She can’t 
get the ball. 

Can the man see the ball? No. 
He can’t see it.

Can Ann see it? No. She can’t 
see the ball. 

Can Riff see the ball? Yes. 
He can see it.

The ball is in the hat. Riff can 
get it. 

Riff has the ball and we can’t 
get him.
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23Sam and His Hat

Sam has a hat. It is a tan hat. 

The hat is on Sam. It fits him. 

The man sees the hat. Can it 
fit him?

The hat is on the man. It can’t 
fit him. 

Riff has the hat. Can it fit? No. 

Riff runs and runs. It is fun.

Sam gets his hat. He sits on it. 

The hat is under Sam. 
Riff can’t get it.
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24Ann Is It

Ann sits on the tan mat. 
She is It.

Sam runs. Riff runs.  
We run fast.

Ann sees the man. She runs 
to get him.

The man runs to the tan mat. 
Ann can’t get him.

Ann sees Sam. He runs to 
the mat.

Riff runs to Sam. Sam can’t 
see him.

Sam runs into Riff. Riff is 
under Sam.

Sam is on the mat. Riff is It.
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25The Ant in the Mud

An ant was in the sun. He had 
his hat on.

The ant ran and ran. He ran 
on the mat.

Did the ant see the mud? No. 
The ant ran into the mud.

Was it fun to run in the mud? 
No. It wasn’t fun.

The ant didn’t run fast. 
He was mad.

Mud was on the ant. He had 
mud on his hat.

Did the man see the ant? No. 
Did he see the mud? Yes.

The man didn’t sit in the mud. 
Was the ant sad? No.
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26Fun on the Slide

Sam had a hat. His hat 
was tan.

Did Sam sit under the slide? 
No. He sat on it.

It was fun to go down. 
Sam was fast.

Was the hat on Sam? No. 
It wasn’t on him.

The hat was down in the mud. 
Sam was sad.

Did Ann sit on the slide? Yes. 
She had fun.

Ann was fast. She hit Sam.

Ann was sad. Sam was mad.
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27The Rat and the Cat

A rat saw a cat. The rat ran 
and hid.

The rat hid in a sack. Did the 
cat see him?

Yes. The cat saw him. The rat 
had to run.

The rat had to run fast. 
It wasn’t fun.

The rat saw a rat hole. He ran 
to get in it.

Did the rat fit in the hole? 
Yes, he did.

Did the cat fit in the hole? No. 
Cats can’t go in rat holes.

The cat was mad and sad. 
The rat had a snack.
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28Kickball

Sam, Ann, and I kick the ball. 
Kickball is fun.

Ann kicks my ball. She runs 
to a stick.

Sam runs after the ball. 
He can’t get Ann.

Ann has a tack in a sack. 
The tack falls in the mud.

I am sick. I can’t kick my ball. 
I miss it.

I go and sit down. Sam runs 
to see me.

Sam falls in the mud. The tack 
is stuck in my ball.

Ann gets the tack. My ball has 
a hole in it.
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29Where Is My Sock?

Sam: Where is my sock, Mom? 
Where did it go?

Mom: A sock can not run. 
Did you take it off?

Sam: I did take off my sock. 
It was hot in the sun.

Mom: Where did you take it off? 
Is it in the sack?

Sam: It is not in the sock sack. 
My sock is not on my hat.

Sam: It is not on my rock. It is not 
under the mat.

Mom: Did you ask Dad? Did Dad 
see it?

Sam: Dad has it. He sat on 
my sock.
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30Hide and Seek

Dad: Where is Ann? She was 
here by the rock.

Mom: She is not here. She ran 
and hid.

Dad: Where did she go?  
Is she under the sack?

Mom: She is not here. A bus is 
under the sack.

Dad: Is she by the bat? 
Go and see.

Mom: Ann is not here by the 
bat. A ball is by the bat.

Dad: I can not see Ann. 
Ann, where are you?

Ann: Mom and Dad, here 
I am. I hid in the tub.



SIPPS® Beginning Level © Developmental Studies Center and John Shefelbine

31The Bad Cats and the Duck

Here are 2 bad cats. They sit 
in the hot sand.

They see a little duck. He is by 
the mud.

The cats run by the duck and 
hit him.

The duck has a mom. She sees 
the bad cats.

The little duck’s mom is mad. 
She runs to the cats.

The bad cats see the duck’s 
mom. They see she is mad.

The cats run in the mud. 
They go under a bus.

The little duck is not sad. 
He kisses his mom.
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32Backpacks

Ann has a backpack. Sam has 
a backpack.

Riff has a little pack. He runs 
and runs.

Sam has a map in his pack. 
A pin is in the map.

The pin sticks in Sam’s hand. 
Ann gets the pin.

Sam rubs his hand. He puts 
the pin in a can.

The sun is up. It gets hot. 
Sam and Ann put on caps.

Ann sees a rabbit. The rabbit 
naps by a rock.

Riff runs to get the rabbit, but 
it can hop fast.
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33What Did They Do?

What did Sam and Ann do? 
They ran and ran.

Where did Ann and Sam run? 
They ran to the rock.

What did Ann put on? She put 
on a cap.

Did Sam put his cap on Riff? 
Yes, but it didn’t fit.

Where did Riff go? He ran to 
get a stick.

Did Sam’s cap fall off? Yes, it is 
on the mop.

What did Dad do? He sat and 
had a nap in the sun.

Where was Mom? She sat by 
Riff down at the pond.
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34The Big Pig

Here is a big pig. He likes to do 
what all pigs do.

The big pig has fun in the mud. 
He likes to run in it.

The pig likes to dig in the mud. 
He digs and digs.

The big pig gets mud on his back. 
He likes to have mud on his back.

But if mud gets in his eyes, the pig 
is sad. He can’t see.

The pig goes back to his mom. 
He gets mud on the rug.

He gets mud on the pans. 
His mom is mad at him.

The big pig mops up the mud. 
His mom hugs and kisses him.
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35A Bug in a Rug

A bug was sad. He did not have 
a home.

He saw a big rock. He ran and got 
under the rock.

As the bug sat under the big rock, 
a rat ran up to him.

The rat said, “You can’t sit here. 
The rock is my home.”

The bug saw a rag. He dug 
under it.

But a big bug was under the rag. 
She said, “The rag is my home.”

The sad bug saw a big dog on a 
rug. The bug said, “Can I sit down?”

The dog said, “Yes, you can.” 
The bug was snug in the dog’s rug.
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36The Lost Cat: Part 1

Ann and Sam sat in the sun. 
They saw a little cat by a log.

The cat had mud on its back. 
She had a cut on her lip.

The cat sat in Ann’s lap. Ann said, 
“Little cat, do you have a home?”

Sam said, “Ann, the cat likes me. 
She likes to lick my hand.”

Ann said, “We can get you a lot 
of milk. Milk can fill you up.”

Sam saw a tag on the cat. 
On the tag was her name.

The cat’s name was Muff. The tag 
had the name of a man.

Sam said, “You are a lost cat. 
Dad can call the man.”
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37The Lost Cat: Part 2

Ann fed Muff lots of milk. She let 
Muff get up on her bed.

Sam said, “Dad, did you call the 
man? Is Muff his pet cat?”

Dad said, “Muff is his cat. He had 
Muff in his red truck.

Muff did not like trucks. She ran 
out the back of the truck.

The man did try to stop her, but 
she ran under his legs.

Muff ran up a hill. The sun set 
and she got lost.”

Ann said, “I see a red truck. 
The man is here to get Muff.”

The man was glad to see Muff. 
He got back his pet cat.
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38The Pet Pig: Part 1

A tall man has a pet pig. 
He calls her Big Red.

She has red legs and a big 
neck. She is a big, big pig.

Some men have pet dogs. 
Some men have pet cats.

But the tall man has a pet pig. 
His pet is Big Red.

If the man calls her, Big Red 
comes and sits by him.

The tall man pets her neck. 
Big Red licks her legs.

But some men do not like Big 
Red. They make fun of her.

They make fun of the tall man. 
The man is mad and sad.
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39The Pet Pig: Part 2

The tall man says, “Do not make 
fun of Big Red and me.”

“A pig can be a pet,” he says. 
But the men will not stop.

“Come on home, Big Red,” says 
the tall man. “Let’s go to bed.”

The sun sets in the west. The man 
gets into his bed.

Big Red is on a little rug by the 
wall. She smells smoke.

Big Red gets up on the bed. 
The man smells smoke.

The tall man gets up. All the men 
come and help him.

The men do not make fun of Big 
Red. They say she is the best pet.
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40My Red Truck

Here I am in my big red truck. 
It can go fast.

My dog and cat are at home. 
They can not go in the truck.

I go up the big hill. I can go 
down the hill.

Here is some wet fog. I will not 
go fast if I can not see.

Here I get gas in my big red 
truck. I say, “Fill it up.”

I see some wet rocks. I can 
not stop my red truck.

The red truck skids and hits a 
big log. I get a flat.

I am back at my home. This is 
the end of my trip.
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41Up and Down the Hill: Part 1

Sam got apples and hot dogs. He 
put them in his backpack.

Ann put some milk in her pack. 
Then Ann and Sam went up the 
big hill.

Riff went with them. He got to the 
top of the big hill.

Sam and Ann got hot. Sam sat 
down on his soft pack.

They got out the hot dogs. Sam 
said, “This bun is thin and flat.”

Ann said, “This bun is not thin. It is 
big and thick.”

Sam said, “This bun was thick, but 
then I sat on it.”

Ann said, “Where is Riff? What is 
that dog up to?”
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42Up and Down the Hill: Part 2

Sam said, “Where did Riff go? He 
was there on the hill.”

Riff was nowhere to be seen. Sam 
put his thin hot dog in his pack.

Then Sam and Ann went on up 
the hill. “Riff, Riff, come here.”

Ann and Sam got to the top of the 
hill. They sat on a big rock to rest.

Sam saw a black dot over by 
some grass. “I think he is over 
there,” he said.

As they ran over to the grass, the 
black dot got big. It had legs. It 
was Riff.

Ann said, “Riff, what did you do? 
You smell. You stink.”

Sam said, “Skunks can make that 
bad smell. A skunk got Riff.”
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43Up and Down the Hill: Part 3

Riff did not kill the skunk. He did 
not like the bad smell.

Sam said, “Look at Riff rub on the 
grass. Look at him lick his legs.”

Riff ran over to Ann. “No, Riff, do 
not come here,” said Ann.

“I do not want to smell like 
that skunk. I do not want to 
stink like you.”

Sam and Ann went home with Riff. 
They put Riff in the bathtub.

“Look,” said Sam. “Riff has a cut. 
The skunk cut his leg.”

Dad, Sam, Ann, and Riff got in the 
van. They went to see the vet.

The vet put something on Riff’s leg. 
Then Riff slept in the van.
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44The Pet Fish: Part 1

Sam and Ann want some pet fish. 
They get in the van with Dad.

Here they are at the pet shop. The 
pet shop sells fish, dogs, and cats.

There are lots of fish—red fish, 
black fish, and pink fish.

There are big fish and little fish. 
The little fish swim fast.

Ann and Sam like a little red fish. 
Ann wants a big black fish.

Sam wants a fish that is big and 
pink. Dad gets all 3 fish.

The man in the pet shop puts the 
fish in a bag. It is a plastic bag.

Then Dad gets them a big fish 
tank. They all go home in the van.



SIPPS® Beginning Level © Developmental Studies Center and John Shefelbine

45The Pet Fish: Part 2

Dad helps set up the fish tank. Sand 
goes on the bottom of the tank.

Then Ann puts in a big red shell. 
She puts in some rocks.

Sam has a little plastic ship. He 
wants to put it on a rock.

The little ship will be under the 
water. It will look as if it sank.

Dad puts in buckets of water. Then 
he puts some drops in the water.

Ann puts in some water plants. 
Fish like to swim in back of plants.

Then Dad gets the plastic bag with 
the fish. He puts them in the tank.

The fish like the tank. They like the 
shells, the ship, and the plants.
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46Old Rabbit and Fox: Part 1

Old Rabbit hops up a little path. 
He sees a little box on a rock.

There are six candles in the box. 
Old Rabbit puts the box in a bag.

Old Rabbit comes to a pond. 
He sees fish in the water.

Rabbit drinks from the pond. 
Then he picks some grass.

The grass will make a good snack. 
He puts it in a dish.

Old Rabbit hops up the path. 
The sun sets in the west.

It gets cold. Old Rabbit stops to 
make a bed in the grass.

Rabbit makes his bed by a log. The 
home of a fox is next to the log.
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47Old Rabbit and Fox: Part 2

Old Rabbit naps on the grass by 
the log. He gets cold.

Rabbit thinks, “I can fix this.” He 
gets out the box of candles.

He puts all six candles on top of the 
log. He gets a match from his bag.

The candle wax melts. Some wax 
drips on Rabbit’s chin.

Fox smells Old Rabbit. Fox gets up 
on the log by his home.

Fox says, “Rabbit, I will catch you. 
I will have you for lunch.”

Old Rabbit gets up and runs. 
He thinks Fox will catch him.

But Fox is stuck in the wax. He will 
not have Rabbit for lunch.
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48Can Riff Find Us?

Sam and Ann like to hide from 
Riff. Sam goes in back of a 
bunch of sticks.

Ann gets under an old box. 
Then she calls, “Riff, come and 
find us.”

Riff finds Ann under the box. 
He finds Sam by the sticks.

Sam says, “Let’s trick him. 
Let’s put some chips and nuts 
by the shed.”
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48Can Riff Find Us?

“Riff will go there and will 
not see us hide.” Sam chops 
some nuts.

He mixes the nuts with 
chips. Then he puts them 
by the shed.

Riff gets the nuts and chips. 
Then he finds Ann and Sam 
under a basket.

“How can he find us?” asks 
Sam. “I think he can smell us,” 
says Ann.
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49The Jet

I can make a jet out of 
paper. I fold it on this edge 
and that edge.

I fold it again and again. 
My jet is all set to go up in 
the sky.

I toss my jet into the wind. 
I see it fly over a box and 
over the shed.

My jet goes down by the 
grass. I try to jump over it.
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49The Jet

Will it hit the wall? No, it just 
makes it over the top.

Many people try to catch it. 
The jet flies past them.

Here it comes past me again. 
Where will it land?

It lands on the edge of Mom’s 
fudge. It’s stuck there.
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50Mom’s Leg

Dad said, “Let’s go get your 
mom. She is in the hospital.”

Mom was not very sick.  
She fell down and hit her leg 
on a rock.

Mom had to have a cast put 
on her leg. She was all set to 
come home.

Dad said, “Put on your caps. 
It is very hot out there.”
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50Mom’s Leg

Ann said, “This red cap is my 
cap. That tan cap is your cap.”

They all got in the van. Riff did 
not get to go on this trip.

Sam said, “Mom, we miss 
you so much!” “Shsh,” said 
Dad, “do not yell.”

Mom said, “I can not go just 
yet. I have to put on my dress.”
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51The Bee

Mom said, “Where were you? 
I could not find you in the shed.”

“We were on the back steps 
with Liz,” said Ann. “We saw a 
big bee.”

Mom said, “Did you run from it? 
Did it buzz by you?”

Ann said, “Liz didn’t run.  
She saw the bee land on 
a red flower.”



(2 of 2)SIPPS® Beginning Level © Developmental Studies Center and John Shefelbine

51The Bee

“Did Liz see pollen on its legs? 
Bees get pollen from flowers.”

“Liz saw fuzz on the big legs. 
That must be pollen,” said Ann.

“The bee did land on Liz. 
She had to zip up her jacket,” 
said Sam.

Mom said, “You should not 
let bees do that. I would run 
very fast.”
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52Which Witch?

Liz and Ann have put 
on masks. They both look 
like witches.

They both have black 
dresses. Liz and Ann both 
have black hats.

Which witch is Liz? Which one 
is Ann? People can’t tell  
which is which.

All they see are two witches 
with two mops. Mops? 
Witches do not fly on mops.
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52Which Witch?

Why do Liz and Ann have 
mops? Well, I will tell you why.

When people spill some 
milk, the two witches mop up 
the mess.

When there is mud on the 
steps, they come and mop up 
that mess.

Ann and Liz are good witches. 
They do not fly up in the sky 
on brooms.
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53King Mud

King Mud was not like other 
kings. He did not go out to see 
the people.

He did not hunt with the other 
men. He did not sing at all.

From sunup to sundown he 
sat on a swing. As he sat, he 
would look at his ring.

Yes, King Mud had a ring on 
his hand. It was red and it was 
very big.
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53King Mud

You see, the king did not like 
his name. That is why he sat 
on the swing.

Then King Mud heard two 
children say, “Why does he  
act like this?

We want him to be with us.” 
King Mud said, “They like me 
a lot.”

He got off his swing and went 
to the people. He told them, 
“Let’s sing.”
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54The Thin Cat

An old woman comes to 
see Mom and Dad. She has 
a thin cat.

The cat is in a cat box. 
The woman lifts off  
the top of the cat box.  
Her cat comes out.

When the cat sees Riff, she 
hisses. Then she jumps on top 
of the woman.

The cat messes up her dress. 
The woman calls for help.
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54The Thin Cat

Riff runs around her legs. 
The woman drops the 
cat box on the rug.

The thin cat jumps over the 
lamp. She lands in the fish tank.

Water spills all over. We all help 
mop up the mess.

They say every cat has 
9 lives. We think the 
thin cat has six left.
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55At the Pond

Ann and Sam go to the 
pond with Riff. One woman is 
on the swing.

A big man sits by the ducks. 
He has some chips. The ducks 
quack and quack.

They want some chips. 
The man gives them some 
chips. They like the chips a lot.

Some other ducks swim over 
to the man. They quack and 
quack. They want some chips.
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55At the Pond

Riff jumps up and runs 
toward the man. The ducks 
flap their wings.

“Quick,” says Ann. “We have 
got to stop Riff.” She grabs him 
by the neck.

The ducks go back to 
the water.

Ann tells Riff, “You have to 
quit this. The chips are for the 
ducks. I will give you a dog 
snack when we get home.”


