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FOLSOM CORDOVA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

EXPLORATORY MYP MUSIC  
 
Board Approved: January 2018 Course Length: Semester 
Proposed Grade Level(s): 6-8 Subject Area: IB MYP Arts/Elective 
Grading: A- F Credits: N/A 
Prerequisite(s): N/A 

Intent to Pursue ‘A-G’ College Prep Status:  No 

 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This class is designed to provide basic music instruction, with a focus on literacy, performance practices, and 
aesthetic valuing. Instruction will include basic music literacy and music theory, differences in musical styles as 
they relate to the history of music, and the interpretation of specific works. Students will explore instrumental 
and vocal music, music appreciation and understanding of aesthetic value of music, by listening, evaluation, 
projects, and in-class performances.  
 
GENERAL GOALS: 
 
Goals/IB MYP Aims: 

• Create and present music. 
• Develop skills specific to music. 
• Engage in a process of creative exploration and self-discovery. 
• Make purposeful connections between investigation and practice. 
• Respond to and reflect on music. 
• Deepen their understanding of the world. 
 

COMMON CORE STATE ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR READING (K-12):  
 
Key Ideas & Details 

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.  
 
Craft & Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and 
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the 
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
 
Integration of Knowledge & Ideas  

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and 
quantitatively, as well as in words. 
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8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning 
as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to 
compare the approaches the authors take. 

 
Reading Range / Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
 
COMMON CORE STATE ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR WRITING (K-12):  
  
Text Types & Purposes 

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.  

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-
chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 

 
Production & Distribution of Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience.  

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate 
with others. 

 
Research to Build Knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
 
Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
COMMON CORE STATE ANCHOR STANDARDS FOR SPEAKING AND LISTENING (K-12):  
  
Comprehension & Collaboration 

1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 

3. Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 
 
Presentation of Knowledge & Ideas 

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and ensure that the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
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5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance 
understanding of presentations. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate.2  

 
DETAILED UNITS OF INSTRUCTION: 
 
Unit #1 
Title:  Vocal Music 
Global Context:  Personal and Cultural Expression 
Inquiry Questions:  What is the purpose of vocal music? How is vocal music used around the world? 
Content: An exploration of vocal music; how it is produced, its historical context, cultural significance, and 
expressive qualities. 
Resources: Music K-8: Volume (V) 8/Issue (I) 5/Page (P) 4; V 1/I 3/P 50; V 12/I 2/P 5; V 12/I 3/P 7; V 23/I 3/P 
62; V 13/I 5/P 50; et al. 
 
Unit #2 
Title:  Instrumental Music 
Global Context:  Personal and Cultural Expression 
Inquiry Questions:  What is the history of instrumental music? How does instrumental music differ from culture 
to culture? 
Content: An exploration of instrumental music with an emphasis on band and orchestra performances. Students 
will also explore various instruments from around the world. 
Resources: Music K-8: V 12/I 2/P 10; V 20/I 4/P 2; V 3/I 1/P 36; V 26/I 5/P 8; V 12/I 2/P 10, et al. 
 
Unit #3 
Title:  Fundamentals of Music 
Global Context:  Personal and Cultural Expression 
Inquiry Questions:  What are the fundamentals of music? Why are the fundamentals important when performing 
or evaluating music? 
Content: Students will explore the fundamentals of music, including rhythm, pitch, form, literacy, tone, timbre, 
and performance practices. 
Resources: Music K-8: V 17/I 4/P 11; V 20/I 5/P 17, V 23/I 1/P 3; V 18/I 2/P 7; V 20/I 4/P 8; V 4/I 3/P 2; V 
11/I 4/P 13; V 25/I 4/P 6; et al. 
 
Unit #4 
Title:  Genres of Music 
Global Context:  Personal and Cultural Expression 
Inquiry Questions:  How does music vary around the world? How does music change/evolve within a culture? 
Content: An exploration of various genres of music, with an emphasis on the history and evolution of Western 
music. Students will also explore music from around the world, and how it evolves as it is introduced to new 
cultures. 
Resources: Music K-8: V 10/I 3/P 12; V 4/I 3/P 45; V 1/I 5/P 34; V 3/I 4/P 6; V 7/I 3/P 62; V 11/I 4/P 2; V 3/I 
4/P 7; V 4/I 1/P 49; V 16/I 2/P 71; V 8/I 1/P 26; V 6/I 5/P 41; et al. 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS AND RESOURCE MATERIALS: 
 
Textbook 
Teacher Textbook-Music K8 (Subscription resource, currently held by Elementary Music) 



Page 4 
 

 
Resource Materials 
Sheet music for evaluation and performance. 
Audio and visual recordings. 
musictheory.net 
Various online resources 
 
CALIFORNIA MUSIC CONTENT STANDARDS TO BE ADDRESSED:  
1.0 ARTISTIC PERCEPTION 
Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory Information through the Language and Skills Unique to 
Music 
Students read, notate, listen to, analyze, and describe music and other aural information, using the terminology 
of music. 
 
Read and Notate Music 
1.1 Read, write, and perform intervals and triads. 
1.2 Read, write, and perform rhythmic and melodic notation, using standard symbols for pitch, meter, rhythm, 
dynamics, and tempo in duple and triple meters. 
1.3 Transcribe simple aural examples into rhythmic notation. 
1.4 Sight-read simple melodies in the treble clef or bass clef. 
 
Listen to, Analyze, and Describe Music  
1.5 Analyze and compare the use of musical elements representing various genres and cultures, emphasizing 
meter and rhythm. 
1.6 Describe larger music forms (sonata-allegro form, concerto, theme and variations). 
 
2.0 CREATIVE EXPRESSION 
Creating, Performing, and Participating in Music 
 
Students apply vocal and instrumental musical skills in performing a varied repertoire of music. They compose 
and arrange music and improvise melodies, variations, and accompaniments, using digital/electronic 
technology when appropriate. 
 
Apply Vocal and Instrumental Skills 
2.1 Sing a repertoire of vocal literature representing various genres, styles, and cultures with expression, 
technical accuracy, good posture, tone quality, and vowel shape written and memorized, by oneself and in 
ensembles (level of difficulty: 1 on a scale of 1-6). 
2.2 Sing music written in two parts. 
2.3 Perform on an instrument a repertoire of instrumental literature representing various genres, styles, and 
cultures with expression, technical accuracy, tone quality, and articulation, by oneself and in ensembles (level 
of difficulty: 1 on a scale of 1-6). 
 
Compose, Arrange, and Improvise 
2.4 Compose short pieces in duple and triple meters. 
2.5 Arrange simple pieces for voices or instruments, using traditional sources of sound. 
2.6 Improvise simple melodies. 
 
3.0 HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT 
Understanding the Historical Contributions and Cultural Dimensions of Music 
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Students analyze the role of music in past and present cultures throughout the world, noting cultural diversity 
as it relates to music, musicians, and composers. 
 
Role of Music 
3.1 Compare music from two or more cultures of the world as to the functions the music serves and the roles of 
musicians. 
3.2 Listen to and describe the role of music in ancient civilizations (e.g., Chinese, Egyptian, Greek, Indian, 
Roman). 
 
Diversity of Music 
3.3 Describe distinguishing characteristics of representative musical genres and styles from two or more 
cultures. 
3.4 Listen to, describe, and perform music of various styles from a variety of cultures. 
3.5 Classify by style and genre a number of exemplary musical works and explain the characteristics that make 
each work exemplary. 
 
4.0 AESTHETIC VALUING 
Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments about Works of Music 
 
Students critically assess and derive meaning from works of music and the performance of musicians in a 
cultural context according to the elements of music, aesthetic qualities, and human responses. 
 
Analyze and Critically Assess 
4.1 Develop criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of musical performances and compositions, 
including arrangements and improvisations, and apply the criteria in personal listening and performing. 
 
Derive Meaning 
4.2 Explain how various aesthetic qualities convey images, feeling, or emotion. 
4.3 Identify aesthetic qualities in a specific musical work. 
 
5.0 CONNECTIONS, RELATIONSHIPS, APPLICATIONS 
Connecting and Applying What Is Learned in Music to Learning in Other Art Forms and Subject Areas and to 
Careers 
 
Students apply what they learn in music across subject areas. They develop competencies and creative skills in 
problem solving, communication, and management of time and resources that contribute to lifelong learning 
and career skills. They also learn about careers in and related to music. 
 
Connections and Applications 
5.1 Describe how knowledge of music connects to learning in other subject areas. 
 
Careers and Career-Related Skill 
5.2 Identify career pathways in music. 
 
MYP ASSESSMENT: 
 
Within this MYP course, students will be assessed on the four (4) MYP Criteria as follows: 
Criterion A: Knowing and Understanding 
Criterion B: Developing Skills 
Criterion C: Thinking Creatively 
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Criterion D: Responding 

DISTRICT ESLRS TO BE ADDRESSED: 

Students will be:  

• Self-Directed Learners: Students will take responsibility for their own learning, and engage in musical
styles with which they are unfamiliar.

• Constructive Thinkers: Students will critically evaluate performances of themselves, their peers, and of
others, and will reflect on ways to improve.

• Effective Communicators: Students will read, write, and perform music, and give a value judgment on
various performances. 

• Collaborative Workers: Students will work together to create a successful performance, understanding the
relationship between various parts of an ensemble to create a coherent sound.

• Quality Producers/Performers: Students will take pride in their performance and compositions, and
understand the value of music as it contributes to a culture and society.

• Responsible Citizens: Students will take responsibility for their role in society, and understand the
contribution they can make with music.

The Folsom Cordova Unified School District prohibits discrimination, intimidation, harassment 
(including sexual harassment) or bullying based on a person’s actual or perceived ancestry, color,
disability, race or ethnicity, religion, gender, gender identity or gender expression, immigration status, 
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, or association with a person or group with one or more of these 
actual or perceived characteristics. For concerns/questions or complaints, contact the Title IX 
Coordinator(s) and Equity Compliance Officer(s): Curtis Wilson, cmwilson@fcusd.org (grades 
K-5) and Jim Huber, ED. D., jhuber@fcusd.org (grades 6-12), 1965 Birkmont Drive, Rancho 
Cordova, CA 96742, 916-294-9000 ext.104625


