
Course 3 Math 
(8th Grade Math) 
Mrs. Passovoy



Math Course 3
Content

The major focus of 8th grade math is on 
linear functions, as well as working with 
expressions, equations, the geometric 
concepts of congruence and similarity, 
and the Pythagorean Theorem.



Information about Mrs. Passovoy
★ 25th year teaching: 6 years of 4th/5th 

grade and 18 years of middle school 

math 

★ 14th year at FMS

★ Taught in CA (Bay Area & Pacific 

Grove) and AZ (Flagstaff).

★ College: Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 

and Northern Arizona University



Class Expectations
★ Students will master the essential 8th grade math standards, so that 

they will be prepared to take and pass Integrated Math 1 as 

freshman. 

★ Students will have to put in effort during class time and at home in 

order to be successful. 

★ Students work with me, try examples, work in small groups (in 

breakout rooms for now), do math games/activities, and participate.

★ Behavior should be appropriate to the classroom, with a focus on 

getting one’s work completed. Staying on task and being able to work 

in a small group are critical skills.



Rules Expectations

★ Students are expected to be safe, responsible, 
and respectful.

★ Phones are off/silent and out of sight (in their 
backpacks). Phone use is allowed before 
school, at lunch, and after school, but not 
during passing periods.

★ No gum or eating in class without my 
permission

★ FCUSD dress code is followed.



The Power of a Growth Mindset 
● Everyone has unlimited math potential and can learn math to high 

levels. 
● Being “good at math” is really about working hard.
● Encourage number sense. Being able to work flexibly with numbers 

allows students to achieve more in math.
● It is not important to work quickly in math. Speed increases anxiety in 

many students, and it is not a predictor of being a high math 
achiever.

● Believing that you can achieve more by working hard creates positive 
changes in how you tackle tasks and deal with challenges. 



Grading: Formative vs. Summative Assessments
★ Formative assessments are the ones used for practicing new skills 

and concepts; those are called the learning targets for each chapter.

★ They include homework assignments, classwork in the book, and 

class activities. Formative assessments are where students make 

mistakes and learn from them. 

★ Homework will usually take about 20-30 minutes and is often started 

in class. HW is typically due at the beginning of class the following 

day. 

★ HW is almost always assigned each night Monday through Thursday, 

and only occasionally on weekends.



Summative Assessments

★ Summative assessments measure how much has been learned. They 

include unit tests and longer-term projects (about 1-2 per semester). 

Tests will be closely tied to the learning targets from the unit. 

★ There are retakes available for the tests. Students must have 

completed the homework assignments in the chapter to be eligible 

for a retake. They also need to correct the test and turn it into me.

★ Summative assessments count for 85% of the trimester grade.

★ At the end of 2nd semester, there will be a cumulative final exam that 

counts as 20% of their semester grade. Plenty of review will be 

provided!



(Helpful visual for how grades work in math class)



Math Text and Materials

★ Students will use their textbook regularly this year, so they should 

bring their book to class each day. Online access to materials is 

available through www.clever.com.

★ Students are often allowed to use calculators in this class. If your child 

wants to use a calculator, they will generally need to bring a scientific 

calculator (like a TI-30 or something similar in the $10 range).

★ A small whiteboard and marker are very useful for doing example 

problems.

http://www.clever.com

