
Assurances from Higher Education 

 

Brown University Admission link 
We also recognize that as classes move to virtual learning for many high schools, curricula and 

grading policies will change. While many students will now submit pass/fail or credit/no credit 

grades, it is important to note that no student will be penalized for choices made by their high 

school due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We review every applicant's file holistically and in 

context. We want to see what you have accomplished with the resources and opportunities 

available to you in high school, as well as evaluate your potential to thrive within the unique 

offerings of Brown University. 

 

 

California State University Admissions link 
Since Pass (Credit) grades will not be calculated in students’ “a-g” GPA the final GPA calculated 

will not be adversely impacted and their admission would not be impacted for fall 2020. The 

only way admission would be rescinded is if a student received a No Pass (No Credit) for a 

required “a-g” course. 

 

The CSU system and CSU campuses are prepared to exercise flexibility and accommodation 

when working with our educational partners and fall 2020 applicants in meeting admission 

requirements and the subsequent steps toward enrollment. Although there has been disruption 

as campuses transition to some or all staff working remotely, processing of admission 

applications and communications is continuing. 

 

The CSU will accept grades of "Credit" or "Pass" to satisfy "a-g" requirements completed during 

winter, spring or summer 2020 terms. All prior coursework must be graded and a grade of C- or 

better must be earned for the course to satisfy “a-g” requirements. Grades of credit/pass or no 

credit/non-passing will not be included in the calculation of high school GPA. 

 

 

Carnegie Mellon University Admissions link 
We typically want official grades from the school and not self-reported grades from the 

student. If there are grades on an official transcript, we will use them. We will be flexible as 

schools change their policies individually. 

https://www.brown.edu/admission
https://www.brown.edu/admission
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/documents/csuadmissioncovid19impact.pdf
https://admission.enrollment.cmu.edu/pages/admission


 

 
Chapman University Admissions link 
Will accept mixed transcripts and are currently looking at adjusting transcript evaluation. The 

most important thing is that students graduate high school. The only impact of letter grades is 

with merit scholarships. But the university is looking to revise their evaluation process to 

mitigate for this. Please make sure that students stay in contact with their counselor and be 

prepared to communicate their circumstances and context in their applications to guide the 

transcript review process. 

 

 

Claremont McKenna College Admissions link 
The CMC Office of Admission has no preference between the two options or giving students the 

option. We know that those working in high schools are in the best position possible to make 

these decisions based on the health and well-being of their students. 

 

 

Columbia University Admissions link 

Please be assured that Columbia Undergraduate Admissions fully supports the pedagogical and 

administrative decisions your school may make in order to assist your community through this 

crisis. For example, pass/fail marks or alternative grading methods in lieu of letter or numerical 

grades this spring will be accommodated with no disadvantage when we review applicants' 

transcripts next year and beyond.  

 

 

Duke University Admissions link 
We expect that in the years to come we’ll see many different versions of grades for Spring 

2020, and possibly also for later academic terms. As we evaluate applications, we will do our 

best to understand the circumstances for every student: what grading system(s) did the school 

or school district offer to students? What constraints did the student have at home? What 

effect did the virus have on the student or the student’s family?, etc. We certainly will not 

penalize students who earn pass grades in a pass/no pass grading system, and we will rely on all 

of the other parts of the application beyond the transcript, as we always do, to help us make 

distinctions as we look for those who stand out as the best match for Duke. 

 

 

https://www.chapman.edu/admission/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.chapman.edu/admission/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.cmc.edu/admission
https://www.columbia.edu/content/admissions
https://www.columbia.edu/content/admissions
https://admissions.duke.edu/


 

Emerson College Admissions link 
We will accept students with pass/fail grades during this time and will recalculate GPAs to 

create an even playing field with the understanding of what is happening.  We haven't prepared 

a policy in writing, but don't expect this to have any affect on how we admit students.  
 

 

Harvard Admissions link 

We certainly understand that many schools may be opting for a pass/fail grading system this 

year because of the COVID-19 pandemic and we will understand and be flexible as we approach 

student's transcripts for Spring 2020 grades in coming years. We at Harvard have moved to a 

SAT/UNSAT system for our students as well. We do not have a preference on how you might 

structure or change your grading policies during this time and we support whatever you think 

best for your students. 

Spring Semester Grades: We know that many students will only be able to present pass/fail 

grades or other similar marks on their transcripts this spring. They will not be disadvantaged as 

a result. 

 

 

Hawaii Pacific University Admissions link 
HPU is known to be agile and adapt… and in the big scheme of events we will ultimately adjust 

our admission assessments as needed.Underclassmen….If schools are considering pass/fail for 

the spring 2020 (second semester) we will be able to navigate if the last half of their year is 

pass/fail. If it were to extend into next fall, it might get a little more difficult to make solid 

assessments. 
 

 

MIT Admissions link 
In recent days, we have received more questions from prospective students worried about 

disruptions to other aspects of their education, including grading policies, extracurricular 

activities, and so on. I’m writing to reaffirm that, consistent with our longstanding practice, we 

will not penalize students for factors outside their control, including changes to grading policies 

and procedures, cancellations of activities and exams, and more, because of COVID or any other 

disaster or disruption. We always strive to evaluate applicants fairly in their context, especially 

in times like these. 

 

https://www.emerson.edu/admissions-aid/undergraduate-admission
https://college.harvard.edu/about/news-announcements/special-message-high-school-juniors-applying-harvard
https://college.harvard.edu/about/news-announcements/special-message-high-school-juniors-applying-harvard
https://www.hpu.edu/admissions/index.html
https://mitadmissions.org/blogs/entry/mits-covid-19-precautions-and-its-impact-on-admissions/
https://mitadmissions.org/help/faq/what-if-my-application-is-disrupted-by-a-catastrophic-event/


 

Nazareth College Admissions link 
As for our policy at Nazareth College, we have no problem with pass/fail grades listed on high 

school transcript for the Spring 2020 semester.  We have not yet determined, however, 

whether or not we will consider college or dual enrollment classes which have been taken 

pass/fail for college credit.  In order to maintain an inclusive and fair evaluation process, I would 

imagine that we will prefer pass/fail listed on high school transcripts for any courses taken this 

semester rather than student-determined grades. 
 

 

New York University Admissions link 
Regardless of what grading system is chosen, I would recommend adding a note to all 

transcripts generated for this semester explaining the grading system used. NYU does not have 

a preference and will honor your school's decision and the choice of your students to 

determine how they would like to be graded. We would not disadvantage students who chose 

that option, but we would need some sort of addendum to the transcript explaining the options 

they had and noting whether a course was mandatory pass/fail or elected to be pass/fail by the 

student would be helpful. 

 

 

Northwestern University Admissions link 
We understand that many communities  are experiencing school closures or restricted 

activities. We are committed to working with schools and communities to ensure all candidates 

receive full consideration for Northwestern’s incoming classes. 

 

 

University of Notre Dame Admissions link 
As we have always done, we will evaluate a student in the context of their high school using the 

information their high school provides. We do not modify GPA from how it is reported to us. 

We will accept credit/no credit courses as they are presented to us. If the high school has 

determined that they meet graduation requirements then we will as well. We would prefer to 

have actual grades because it provides more information and makes our evaluation easier, but 

we will not punish a student for not having them either. 

We do not compare GPAs outside of the context of the individual high school because we 

understand that every school is unique. Even schools in the same district may not have GPAs 

https://www2.naz.edu/admissions/first-time-how-apply/
https://www.nyu.edu/admissions/undergraduate-admissions.html
https://www.northwestern.edu/coronavirus-covid-19-updates/frequently-asked-questions/spring-quarter-classes-grading.html
https://www.northwestern.edu/coronavirus-covid-19-updates/frequently-asked-questions/spring-quarter-classes-grading.html
https://www.nd.edu/admissions/


that are 100% equatable and when looking at students from all around the country and all 

around the world, it simply doesn't make sense to do so.  

We also evaluate each student individually and do not have quotas based on geographic region 

or school district. In light of this, we anticipate we will continue our evaluation process the 

same as we have in the past and will hopefully still be able to admit great students from IUSD.  

 

 

Occidental College Admissions link 
Does not have a formal policy yet but will be as understanding as possible. Mixed grading will 

not penalize students particularly if the policy is district wide. Will continue holistic issues. Merit 

based scholarships are not just driven by GPA so moving to a non letter grading system would 

not disadvantage students. 

 

 

Ohio State University Admissions link 
Our office has received several questions about our stance on schools moving to pass/fail in the 

last grading period. We support a school’s decision to exercise this option and would ask that 

you include a notation on the transcript or in the school profile that you used P/F in a grading 

period. 

 

 

Pepperdine University Admissions link 
Pepperdine recalculates GPA's to include only grades 9-11. So current seniors will not be 

affected by COVID-19 at Pepperdine, grade-wise. A decision has not been made yet regarding 

credit/no credit for next year. I will be happy to provide an update closer to this fall. All 

students are holistically reviewed at Pepperdine with their GPA being weighed alongside their 

transcript in the academic review.  

 

We plan to accept the same percentage or greater of students from IUSD in future years. 

 

 

Pitzer College Admissions link 
Will practice complete flexibility and not penalize students for mixed transcripts. Will continue 

to practice holistic admissions. Lack of letter grades will not impact merit based scholarships. 

 

https://www.oxy.edu/admission-aid
http://undergrad.osu.edu/
https://www.pepperdine.edu/admission/undergraduate/
https://www.pitzer.edu/admission/


 

 

Point Loma Nazarene University link 
Will respect and support whatever decisions schools and districts make. Mixed transcripts will 

be accepted and they will do their best to be flexible. 

 

 

Pomona College Admissions link 
Districts and high schools are making decisions now that best serve their populations. We plan 

to be as flexible as possible in adapting to the changes that are coming. We will honor the 

decisions made by your high school as long as they are official policy. 

 

 

Princeton University Admissions link 
We will work with whatever a school district provides. We do not judge students “against” one 

another but in the context of their school environment and what is available to them. We work 

with grading systems all over the country and world that are very different, and we will work 

with the grading systems that schools put into place during this time as well. 

 

You are welcome to keep up to date on our policies by visiting our website for the most recent 

announcements: https://admission.princeton.edu/ 

 

Letter from Dean Richardson: 

https://admission.princeton.edu/how-apply/standardized-testing/statement-applicants-princet

ons-class-2025 From their Admissions page - As always, we are committed to a holistic review, 

in which we look at your whole application, not just the quantitative pieces. Our goal is to build 

a campus community that enriches the learning of all students. To do that, we must consider 

not just grades, rigor of curriculum, and testing, but also the less quantitative pieces of an 

application, including your essays and your recommendation letters. Please also note that 

“demonstrated interest” is not a part of our review, though we encourage you to visit our 

website and engage in our virtual tour to learn more about the Princeton campus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pointloma.edu/undergraduate
https://www.pomona.edu/admissions-aid
https://admission.princeton.edu/
https://admission.princeton.edu/
https://admission.princeton.edu/how-apply/standardized-testing/statement-applicants-princetons-class-2025
https://admission.princeton.edu/how-apply/standardized-testing/statement-applicants-princetons-class-2025


 
 

 

Purdue University Admissions link 
No official change in policy has been announced. However, we already receive a small number 

of transcripts from students who have P/F grades for some or all of their coursework, so this 

wouldn’t be totally uncharted territory. Each applicant will be looked at on an individual and 

holistic basis, but we fully understand the unique and unprecedented times we are in and 

wouldn’t hold something against a student that was out of their control. 

 

 

Rice University Admissions link 
We practice holistic admissions and students are encouraged to continue to pursue a rigorous 

academic curriculum. However, in light of the school year disruption caused by COVID-19 and 

remote learning modifications, we are prepared to accept the grading policies your high school 

or school district has implemented for the remainder of the 2019-2020 academic year. Should 

there be disruptions in the 2020-2021 academic year we will make adjustments to accept those 

policy changes as well. 

 

 

Santa Clara University Admissions link 
While we may prefer to see letter grades, in light of the situation, we are not penalizing 

students if their Spring 2020 or Summer 2020 grades are credit/pass marks. 

 

 

Scripps College Admissions link 
Thank you for reaching out. We will not disadvantage students who have P-F grades or a mix of 

letter grades and P-F grades. We trust that your school and district will do what is best for your 

community and will not penalize a student for those choices. It would be helpful if counselors 

can explain the grading options/policy in the Common App School Report or School Profile. 

Please let me know if you have any additional questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.purdue.edu/purdue/admissions/index.php
https://admission.rice.edu/
https://www.scu.edu/admission/
https://www.scrippscollege.edu/admission/


 

 

Stanford University Admissions link 
“We are very aware of the challenges faced by present year high school juniors as they face 

limitations caused by the pandemic. Certainly, we understand students are primarily taking 

courses online and often with modified grading scales. Rest assured that we are sensitive to 

these challenges and realities,” Shaw said. “We expect coursework to be completed but will 

accept whatever grading scale is used by the school. Further, if access to required college 

testing is not possible, we will review the application without the testing information.” 

 

For those of you soon embarking on the college application process, we understand recent 

developments are adding stress, including exam cancellations and changes in spring semester 

grading. 

 

Please know we are committed to working with you and offering as much flexibility as possible. 

Specifically, you will not be at a disadvantage if you are unable to submit AP or Subject Test 

scores (these scores are not required for Stanford’s application). Similarly, you will not be at a 

disadvantage if your school adopts a credit/no credit (pass/fail) grading policy. 

 

 

Syracuse University Admissions link 
While Syracuse would prefer letter grades, we are definitely going to be accepting pass/fail 

grades for this semester at no disadvantage to students. 

 

 

 

Tufts University Admissions link 
We will accept pass/fail options if that is the grading the school has switched to. If a student has 

an option between pass/fail and the normal grading system, we strongly prefer the grading 

system. 

 

 

Tulane University Admissions link 
My high school is going pass/fail. Is that OK? 

Whatever your school does, we’ll support it. If you have only P/F in the second semester, we’ll 

totally understand. It might mean we put a bit more emphasis on your first semester, but we’ll 

https://admission.stanford.edu/
https://admission.stanford.edu/
https://www.syracuse.edu/admissions/
https://admissions.tufts.edu/
https://tulane.edu/admission-aid


also completely understand your circumstances. If you’re currently on an upward trend, we’ll 

make the assumption that that trend would have continued in the second semester. We’ll give 

you the benefit of the doubt in every single way we can. Tulane just announced that students 

can opt to take their classes Pass, Minimal Pass, Or Fail, so we get it. Go to your online classes, 

do the best you can, make your presence felt, try your hardest. We’ll notice, trust me. 

 

 

University of California Office of the President link 

We have received numerous inquiries about a statement that was made by one of our 

campuses shortly after the decision was made to accept P/NP or CR/NC grading. From our 

understanding, a representative from one of our campuses indicated that UC would accept 

either letter grades or P/NP (CR/NC) grading, but not both. That, however, was incorrect. We 

have not, in fact, changed our policy; instead, we have corrected the statement made by that 

representative. 

  

To confirm: UC will accept P/NP (CR/NC) grading in winter/spring/summer 2020 A-G courses to 

meet A-G requirements due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We will also continue to accept letter 

grades in A-G courses during winter/spring/summer 2020; students must earn letter grades of 

C- or higher to meet A-G requirements. And, finally, if a school allows both P/NP (CR/NC) grades 

as well as letter grades, we will accept both, again with the caveat that students must earn C- or 

higher grades in any course for which they choose the letter grade option. We have included an 

FAQ about this situation on our COVID-19 website 

(https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/response-covid-19.html); you’ll find it under the 

header “Prospective high school and transfer students.” 

  

We would encourage students to utilize the Additional Comments section of the application to 

explain why they chose a particular grading system for each course, as that will provide 

additional context for our application readers to consider. Context is very important for our 

campuses; each student is considered within the context of the educational opportunities that 

were available at that student’s high school. This means that we do not compare students from 

one high school to the next, because the opportunities – and grading policies – may be quite 

different. 

  

Our office has heard arguments on both sides about the “unfairness” of allowing both P/NP 

(CR/NC) and letter grades. We are, however, attempting to be as accommodating as possible 

because we know that most students have no choice or options, and the grades they receive 

may not be a true reflection of their efforts and abilities. We believe that our Comprehensive 

Review policies will allow for the differences in grading schemes and will still allow our 

campuses to make fair assessments of their future applicants. We also want to reiterate that no 

decisions are ever based on just one semester of grades, so while this may be a stressful time 

for students, it’s certainly not the only factor that our campuses consider. 

 

 

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/response-covid-19.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/response-covid-19.html


 

University of Chicago Admissions link 
We recognize that school transcripts will look different for many students this year, and we will 

work with that! Academic progress as usual is currently being disrupted for students across the 

globe. We encourage students to continue to engage with whatever method of learning your 

school is able to offer, and to do so to the best of your ability. If your school moves to an 

alternative grading system or method of credit notation (pass/fail, credit/no credit, etc.), we 

will fully understand why the change has been made and it will not, in any way, be an issue for 

an admissions office. If a high school closes and does not provide any online or structured 

replacement educational opportunities, rest assured that we will understand that as well (this is 

a good opportunity to read something new that piques your interest!). 

 

 

University of Florida Admissions link 
The University of Florida will not penalize students who have pass-fail grades for spring of 2020 

on their transcript. These grades will not be included in the calculation of their weighted GPA. 

 

 

University of Michigan Admissions link  

We will work with students, understanding that many transcripts from this year will look 

different, whether schools are turning to a P/F model, credit/no credit, or some other option. 

These changes will not negatively impact students' admission. We support students making the 

decisions that are best for them. 

 

 

 

University of Oregon link 
The University of Oregon is committed to working with students and their schools in regard to 

spring schooling. Your district’s choice to move to credit-no credit from grades will not change 

your GPA for admissions or scholarship purposes, and this is true for both seniors and future 

years. We encourage all students to continue doing your very best work in this environment. It 

has always been true that grades don’t just tell us how you’ve done as a student, but they help 

you know how you are progressing! With that in mind, ask your teachers to give you as much 

feedback as ever, to help you stay on track with all of your subjects; it’ll help you in the long 

run. 

https://www.uchicago.edu/admissions/
https://www.ufl.edu/admissions/
https://admissions.umich.edu/
https://admissions.umich.edu/
http://admissions.uoregon.edu/


 

 

 

University of Redlands Admissions link 
We pride ourselves on a holistic consideration for all of our applicants. We review much more 

than just the GPA, and will certainly keep in mind the many ways that this semester has 

impacted students.  

 

 

University of San Diego Admissions link 
Mixed transcripts will be evaluated the same way- using our holistic method. Our holistic 

review process allows us to understand a student's personal journey and Changemaker 

qualities in addition to their academics, giving us the space to place the P/F grades (if chosen) 

into the appropriate context, in this case of a global pandemic. As we have more information on 

the application evaluation process, we will send out additional updates. 

 

 

University of Texas as Austin Admissions link 
In today's circumstances, many schools in and out of Texas have chosen to offer P/F and grade 

options. The University of Texas at Austin will be accepting both these options on high school 

transcripts. There is no preference from UT Austin on what a school chooses to do. However, 

certainly we can understand that a strong grade (such as an A) can help to show the 

competitiveness of an applicant. 

 

 

University of the Pacific Admissions link 
Completion of courses will be most important. The only area that mixed grades may impact is 

the accelerated direct entry programs and merit scholarships. However, the operations team is 

currently evaluating changes that will need to be made in the evaluation process to ensure that 

no students are penalized for grading policy decisions made by the school. They will ultimately 

support whatever decision schools make. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.redlands.edu/admissions-and-aid/first-year/
https://www.sandiego.edu/admissions/undergraduate/
https://admissions.utexas.edu/
https://www.pacific.edu/admission.html


 

 

 

 

University of Virginia Admissions link 
We will accept any variation of grades and not penalize students for changes in grading policy. 

However, if given a transcript with mixed grades/credit, the letter grade would bear more 

weight. 

 

 

University of Pennsylvania Admissions link 
We understand that these are difficult times for many folks and our office believes that, 

“Schools and districts are making the best decisions they can at this moment in the interest of 

their students' health and educational experience. We respect and support the decisions 

schools are making, and recognize these decisions are outside of the students' control. We 

expect students to make the most of the educational opportunities available to them.” 

 

 
University of Southern California Admissions link 
Your health and safety are the top priority. We are able to accommodate the contingency plans 

implemented by other schools, including the use of virtual classrooms and finishing the school 

year remotely. We will be understanding in our review, but withdrawing from classes entirely 

may affect your application. If you are having difficulty providing required application materials 

due to COVID-19 interruptions, please contact your USC admission counselor to discuss your 

situation. Find your counselor here. We will handle these concerns on a case-by-case basis and 

are committed to being as flexible as possible with our applicants. 

 

 

Washington State University Admissions link 
WSU will allow P/F grades and P/F grades will not negatively impact a student’s chance of 

admission even if some students at the school elected to choose letter grades. We will not be 

converting any P/F grades to letter grades so a student’s GPA will not be impacted. In the 

following weeks, we hope to have an FAQ page and a statement up on our Admissions website 

regarding how we will review the class of 2021 and beyond. 

 

https://www.virginia.edu/life
https://www.upenn.edu/admissions
https://admission.usc.edu/coronavirus/
https://admission.usc.edu/coronavirus/
https://admission.usc.edu/find-your-counselor/
https://admission.wsu.edu/


 

Westmont College Admissions link 
Grades always come in context, even in the most mundane (and glorious!) years. If a student 

elects for more P/F grading in the coming year, that won't say much more to us than that the 

student was perhaps a bit anxious about their grades going into an unprecedented situation 

where they had to tackle remote instruction for the first time. Our contextual evaluation won't 

change here going forward. 

 

 

Yale University Admissions link 
Just as secondary schools take a diverse set of approaches to curricula and assessment during 

normal times, schools are taking a diverse set of approaches when responding to the outbreak. 

We expect that many transcripts will look different for at least the spring 2020 semester. 

Regardless of your school’s decisions, we will work to understand your school’s unique context 

and will not penalize students whose transcripts lack letter grades. It may be helpful to know 

that Yale does not re-calculate or re-weight grade point averages to a uniform scale. 

https://www.westmont.edu/admissions-aid
https://admissions.yale.edu/covid-19
https://admissions.yale.edu/covid-19

