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Historical Context Intended Audience Purpose Point of View (POV) 
 
Historical Context 
Analysis of ‘Historical Context’ for primary sources involves connecting a 
document to specific historical events or to specific circumstances of time and 
place. This involves considering the circumstances that have influenced the 
creation of this document.  

To place a document within an historical context, consider the following questions: 
What has just happened? What is on the verge of happening? What proximate or 
deep-rooted issues are causing this document to be created? Write a sentence 
which describes the context, explaining how we can better understand the content 
of the document by placing ourselves in that specific historical circumstance. 
Include the phrase “the historical context of this document is  ______ .”  

Writing Stems: 
It is similar to… It is related to.. At the same time… 
Was due to… During this time… Concurrently with… 
At the same time…  At the time the document was written… Coincided with … 
Influenced by… This was an era…  
Came as a result of … The historical backdrop for this document was.. 

 
Intended Audience 
Authors aim what they write to particular groups of people. Observing the ‘intended audience’ of a source involves 
identifying a person or group the author expects to inform or influence in creating the source. It is very important 
in constructing your argument about the intended audience that you go beyond what is noted in the source line of 
the document.  Credit for extended analysis of a document will not be granted for mere repetition of an audience 
identified in the source line. Questions to consider: Is the audience a person, group, or sector in society? Is this 
audience one in which the speaker belongs? Is there a reason this audience has been targeted in particular? 

If you know the ‘intended audience’ of the author write sentences which describe the audience.  In describing 
author’s intended audience include the phrases “the author’s intended audience was  ______” and “is shown 
by______.” 

Writing Stems: 
Written for… Targeted for… 
Was meant for… Sought to address… 
Wanted to have the … The author was reaching out to… 
Greatest Impact on… Resonates with… 
Tried to persuade… 

  
  

 



Purpose 
Author’s Purpose can be thought of as the goal sought by the author. It involves identifying the author’s endgame, 
what they hope to accomplish, and why they are writing the document. Common purposes include attempts to 
inform, to entertain, to persuade, to influence, to teach, to record, requirements of the author’s job or profession, to 
describe, self-aggrandizement, and/or to regulate (as in laws or rules).  

If you pick up on a ‘purpose’ of the author in producing the document write sentences which describe the purpose 
conveyed.  In describing author’s purpose in creating a source include the phrases “the author’s purpose in writing 
was to  ______” and “is shown by______.” 

Writing Stems: 
The intent was… Tried to persuade… 
Created with the intention of… It was the intention of the author… 
Attempted to …                                                    The reason for this document is… 
The author wrote this in order to… The author clearly wanted to… 
The author hoped to… 

 
Point of View (POV) 
Analyzing Point of View (POV) is to go beyond the basic identity of the source author and the source itself, as 
described in the document source line. In order to write a successful POV statement, you should try to establish a 
better understanding of the identity of the author; you can do this by asking yourself questions about the author 
and the source. What is the author’s profession? What is the author’s gender or social class? What religion does the 
author follow? Does the author have an identifiable ethnicity, nationality, or other allegiance to a particular group? 
Once you’ve asked these questions, go further and explain how one of these factors may have influenced the 
content of the source. Your complete POV statement should both identify an influence that may have shaped the 
author or source and explain how that particular influence specifically affected the content of the document. 

**Put simply, to do POV identify an important aspect of WHO the author is, and explain HOW the author’s personhood might have impacted what they wrote. 

Writing Stems: 
From the perspective of … 
Written by… 
Author was a… therefore his/her writing was influenced by 
Author’s approach to this topic was affected by… 
May present a biased point of view because… 
Only shows one side of the story because… 
The author believed that… 
The author felt that… 
The author saw this as … 

  
  
 

 
 


