Welcome to 3rd Grade!

Parent/Student
Distance Learning Handbook
Ms. Kester - spkester@fcusd.org
Mrs.Gex- jgex@fcusd.org

Dear Student and Parents:

Welcome to Third grade! We are excited to have you in our
classes and look forward to sharing this year with you! We will
be teaching using the distance learning approach, and we are
committed to do our best to make it as smooth as possible.

Organization is important in Third grade. Students are
provided with folders and resources so that materials are ready
and easily found, ensuring that each day they are ready to
learn. Students will be expected to keep track of all
curriculum, and keep their folders organized throughout the
school year.

Although the platform of distance learning may not be ideal,
we will continue to support our third grade students and
families with differentiated learning and support. We can do
this as long as we work together.
Sincerely,
Ms. Kester
Mrs. Gex

Distance Learning Schedule*
8:25-8:55 Morning Meeting, Dailies, Grammar
8:55-9:00 Quick Break
9:00-9:25 ELA/Writing
9:25-9:40 Break
9:40-10:00 ELA/Writing
10:00-10:30 Math Lesson
10:30-10:50 Independent Math Practice
10:50-11:20 Correct Math, review afternoon work
11:20-1:00 Lunch Break
1:00-2:00 Social Studies/Science/Art/I-ready/Splash Math/All The Right Type/AR
(with some small groups & independent work)
*subject to change & PE time will be incorporated into this schedule

Friday Pick Up/Drop-Off
Each Friday, there will be a pick-up/drop-off. This will involve
giving the student’s work for the following week & dropping off
work that needs to be returned to the teachers.
● An exception for this Monday, Aug.17th for curriculum

Weekly Work (WW) Envelope
At the pick-up/drop-off, we will be exchanging the Weekly Work
Envelope.
The teacher will give a WW envelope filled with work for the
following week to the pick-up person. In exchange, the teacher
will get a WW envelope containing completed student work
from that week.
● It is important that this exchange happens each week (on
Fridays) with the Weekly Work envelope.

Attendance

Attendance is the key to educational success. Although distance learning is
different from being in the classroom, student attendance is vital. A schedule
will be provided for students when “live” instruction will be presented on a daily
basis. Students are expected to be present and on-time as if they were in the
classroom. This will build structure and create a daily routine for all students.
When students adhere to the distance learning schedule, they will have the
opportunity to ask questions and participate in a virtual classroom setting.
Failing to attend the virtual classroom is missing the teaching of the lesson.
One-on-one teaching instruction will not be provided to students who are often
absent with unexcused absences..

Curriculum
Our students will study the state and district required curriculum using district
adopted programs and other teacher-acquired materials. Students will
participate in a variety of grouping options including whole class, small groups,
pairs, as well as working independently.
During distance learning, the curriculum we will be using is:
Math-Envision workbooks for reteach & practice; review packets; charts; graph
paper
Reading/LA-Benchmark Units; Daily Oral Language (dailies); read alouds;
grammar practice; Accelerated Reader
Writing-Step up to Writing; journals; extended writing in math/science/social
studies; spelling
Social Studies-TCI (which includes discussion, activities, computer based lessons)

Science-Mystery Science (which includes videos, activities); Amplify

Supplies for Distance Learning*
● Earphones or Earbuds
● Backpack or book bag
● 1 box of pencils
● 1 box of crayons
● 1 pair of scissors
● 2 glue sticks
● 1 big eraser or pencil top erasers
● 1 bottle of white glue
● 2-3 black Sharpie Markers (regular fine point)
● Binder paper

Optional supplies:
● 1 box of markers
● 1 box of colored pencils
● Supply box or supply pouch

*if you are not able to get any of the supplies needed, please
let your teacher know & we will provide for you.

Supplies (continued)
Supplies From Teacher
The teachers will be providing each student with folders for
Writing, Math, Reading and Extras. These folders have many
charts and needed materials for your child to do some
independent work. These folders will, also, help your child stay
organized, by keeping their papers in the appropriate folder.
(There will only be one set of folders given per child)
We will be using a “Weekly Work” envelope to get work to the
students. This envelope will also be used for students to return
work each week (papers that need to be returned will be
marked and highlighted at the top of the page).

Organization Idea
Your child should have the needed supplies available everyday
for each lesson. I recommend that your child keep their supplies
in a supply box, pouch or ziploc baggie. These supplies, along
with all materials passed out (folders, books, packets), need to
be kept in a backpack so that all of their school materials are
together and organized and in a safe place (away from
younger siblings & pets). This will ensure that your child will be
ready to learn each day.

Parent Expectations:
●

We understand that distance learning is not ideal for both teachers,
students, and parents. To make this a smooth transition, we ask that you
ensure that your child follow the schedule of the “live” direct online
instruction set forth by their teacher. This will allow them to participate in
a virtual classroom setting, ask pertinent questions, and receive teacher
support.

●

The teacher and student time is valuable. When a child misses instruction
it is not as easy as it may seem for a teacher to reteach a lesson to
individual students in class or virtually. Attendance is key to student’s
success.

●

We also request that parents check in with their child daily to make sure
that assignments are completed for credit or a grade.

●

Special note: During daily live instruction, please ensure that younger
siblings, the television, radio, video games, or other distractions are limited.
These distractions take away from the learning experience of all students.
Earphones or earbuds are highly recommended

●

Parents, if you have questions or concerns, please email the teacher.
(emails are on the cover page) Interrupting the Microsoft Team live
classroom should not be allowed during instruction.

●

Workspace is important while students are participating in distance
learning. Please set up a quiet designated space for your child (away
from noise), such as the kitchen/dining room table, desk or lap desk.
Teachers ask that parents/guardians who are at home support their child’s
education by checking to make sure their child is sitting up at attention,
not laying in bed, or on a sofa during instruction.

Required textbooks,

pencils, pens, and folders should be readily available.
●

REMINDER- During our instruction on Microsoft teams, videotaping,
recording and/or taking pictures/screenshots are NOT ALLOWED!!!

Student Expectations:
● Be on Time- Students will be on time, and participate in “live” virtual
distance learning instruction and activities each school day. Students
should get plenty of sleep, wake up early and have breakfast in
order to be ready to learn.
● Be Respectful- Students will respect teachers, and classmates during
distance learning. Students should stay muted, raise her/his hand to speak
and not use the chat option during instruction.

● Be Responsible-Students will be expected to complete all
assignments on a daily basis. Students need to keep ALL materials
organized and in a safe place.
● Participation-Students will ask questions for clarification, and
arrange time to meet with the teacher if extra help/intervention is
needed. Students should be focused and an active participant in
discussions and lessons.
● Be in a Quiet Place-Students are expected to sit at a table/desk
during all live interactive instruction via Microsoft Teams or other
virtual platforms. There should be no distractions (pets, younger
siblings, toys, food, etc)
● Be Prepared-Students will keep all materials organized in the folders
provided, keep all folders and books in a backpack or bag and have
materials ready for learning each day. Earphones should be used during
instruction. Students can log onto chromebook a little early and wait for
the teacher in Microsoft Teams.

● Presentation-Students should wear appropriate clothing during
virtual learning. Students need to stay in the camera view while
instruction is going on and be in a comfortable chair to maintain
“frame up” (sitting up straight).
● Communication- Students need to speak clearly and look into the
camera when answering questions or speaking to the teacher or
class. There should be no side conversations (no chat box) during
learning times.

Virtual Classroom Platforms & online programs
The main platforms for Third grade distance learning will be

Microsoft Teams and Seesaw.
Other online sources that will be used to engage students
include I-ready, All the Right Type, Splash Math, Accelerated
Reader and Epic.

Clever
·
You can now find a link to Microsoft Teams on Clever, as
well as, Seesaw.
·
There is a PE link in Clever that is from Mr. Beltran (our PE
teacher). This will be updated each week. Your child can use
this link during the 1pm-2pm time slot after independent work is
done.
·
There are some other links in Clever that your child will be
using. We will be talking about these links with the students
(and giving out codes) so your child knows what the
expectation is for each site ( Seesaw, Splash math, I-ready, Epic,
Go Noodle, etc.)

We look forward to a great year!

