
 Ceramics 1,2&3  
 

Debbie Kile                 

dkile@fcusd.org     phone: (916) 294-2410 ext. 410326 

 

Course Description 

Welcome to Ceramics! This course is designed to introduce students to the fundamental skills that are 

common in all ceramic arts studios.  Students will learn about the science and history of ceramic arts as well as 

techniques used in hand built and wheel thrown work.  As with all art classes that are project-based, students at 

all levels are able to succeed in Ceramics as long as they commit themselves to the art-making process. 

Students will be able to learn at their own pace and create meaningful pieces to add to their portfolio. Emphasis 

will be on creativity, originality, technique and task completion.  

Ceramics 1 provides the opportunity to analyze and explore the basic Elements and Principles of Art through 

the use of three-dimensional work.  Students will learn various techniques (pinch, coil, and slab) and the use of 

equipment and materials pertaining to the area of ceramics. They will gain a broad understanding of art historical 

references from a variety of cultures in order to give increased depth to their own creative expression.  Students 

will respond to their own artwork and the artwork of others through writing and discussions. 

Ceramics 2 builds on skills learned in Ceramics 1.  In addition to more advanced hand building techniques, 

students will be introduced to beginning wheel throwing. Assignments are more challenging and students are 

encouraged to step it up a notch.  

Ceramics 3 students continue to develop skills and their own ceramic art style. They will develop an area of 

focus and have input about the projects they choose to do. Students are required to keep a “webfolio” of their 

work that will include a personal artist statement.  

 

 

Classroom Policies 

 

The Rules: 
 

1. Display a positive and supportive attitude. 

2. Be on-time and physically, mentally, and creatively present. 

3. Bring your binder/notebook to class EVERYDAY (you can store it in your locker). 

4. Behave in a professional and ethical manner. Dress appropriately. 

5. No Cell Phones without permission. 

6. No Food, No Drink, No Gum! 

7. Treat each other’s work and the Ceramics studio with respect. 

8. The making of drug paraphernalia or sexually explicit pieces is strictly forbidden. 
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Cell Phones —texting, playing games, etc. are not appropriate during class. If these items are out during class time 

without permission, they will be confiscated. On the first violation the equipment will be taken by the teacher and returned 

to the owner at the end of the class period. On the second occurrence the equipment will be taken to the administration 

and returned to the owner at the end of the day. On the third violation, a parent will be required to pick up the equipment 

from the administration. Further violations will be dealt with on an individual basis.  
 

The Vista Del Lago Academic Dishonesty Policy will be strictly enforced. Honest behavior is expected from 

all students.   Any unauthorized collaboration, plagiarism, forgery, theft, or other dishonest behavior will result in 

disciplinary action.  The consequences followed can be found in the Student Handbook.   
 

If you have a cell phone out during the testing period (even if you personally are finished testing) the device 

will be confiscated and you will receive a “0” on the test. 
 

 

Materials and Supply Costs 
 

You will be required to keep a binder/notebook and bring it to class EVERYDAY. Your notebook should 

have pockets and about 20 pages of blank paper (we have a 3-hole punch and some extra paper if you need it). 

This notebook will be where you will reflect on concepts to get the creative juices flowing. You will also 

brainstorm project ideas in your notebook and work out possible solutions to design problems, take notes on 

ceramic techniques or ceramic artists, and collect important handouts. 

 

While the goal is to provide students with the best possible learning experience, the high cost of clay, clay tools, 

glazes and kiln firings can limit the opportunities for students.  Because of this, students who plan to keep their 

artwork are asked to pay $45.00 at the beginning of the term to cover the cost of materials. These projects will 

be fired and glazed and will be the personal property of the student to take home. Advanced students who 

choose to create larger projects or throw extensively on the wheel may purchase extra clay for $12.00 per bag, 

and extra glaze, depending on the project(s). Checks should be made out to VDLHS and submitted to student 

accounts. 

 

HIGHLY-RECOMMENDED: your own towel and apron to be kept in your ceramics locker. Each student will 

receive a “loaner” combination lock for the ceramics locker. This lock must be returned at the end of the term 

or a $5.00 fee must be charged. 

 

Students who are not interested in keeping their projects will be able to use recycled clay. These projects may 
not be fired or glazed so that students can reuse the clay for the next project. Please rest assured that this will 

NOT impact a student’s grade. ALL students will have equitable access to available materials.  

 

 

Figure and Film Studies 
 

Often during the course sequence of all the visual art courses, the student will be working with visual materials 

such as famous art works, films of famous artists, slides, VHS tapes/DVDs, the World Wide Web, and computer 

programs. Sometimes material may contain anatomical references, nude model poses and views of artists 

working from models in their studios, as well as scenes from modern films. The material may also mention and 
discuss the alternative lifestyles sometimes lived by famous artists, which may be considered inappropriate to 

some. Current issues, as they relate to art and free expression, are also discussed in the art classes. If you are 

uncomfortable viewing and discussing any images or video clips, alternative work will be provided upon request. 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact me at the email address above. 



 

Projects/Grading 
 

All projects and due dates will be posted on the teacher website, accessible through the Vista del Lago 

website.  This site will be a wealth of information for students and parents, and includes assignments, project 

descriptions, due dates, as well as helpful tutorials and online resources.   

  

All grades will be posted on PowerSchool. As with any project-based course, grades can only be updated as 

projects become due.  Consequently, grades may not be changed or updated as regularly as your other high 

school classes.  Check the class calendar to see when projects are due.  Grades should be updated within one 

week of project due dates. 

 

In a balanced assessment system, both formative and summative assessments are essential as tools for gathering 

and reporting student achievement. However, formative assessments are used for practice, skill development and 

guiding instruction, where summative assessments are used as a final measure of student learning at the end of a 

unit or period of instruction. 

Grades will be weighted as follows: 
Formative Assessment = 30%  

Student demonstrates a self-starting, self-motivated and on-going work ethic in the classroom. On-going 

practice work is done in class and at home to gain inspiration: research, brainstorm ideas, practice 

techniques, explore concepts and ideas, and write about your art-making process. You need to document 

your practice work in your notebook. Some practice work will also be small assignments that have a due 

date, but most will be ongoing work that is unique to each individual.  

 

Summative Assessment = 70% 

Presentation work includes the "major" projects that you do; the ones that you will present to the class 

during critiques. Both technical skill and artistic skill (elements of art, principles of design, color theory, 

composition, and in most assignments, ability to communicate conceptually) will be evaluated in 

presentation-level work. Meaning and originality in the work is highly respected.  And in addition to receiving 

a grade for the actual work, you will also be graded on your presentation and your ability to talk intelligently 

about your own work and that of others’ work, using the language of art.  

 

Late Work and "Re-grades": 
Because you will be presenting your work to the class during critiques, it is vital that you turn in your 

completed project at the beginning of class on the day that it is due. If you do not, you will lose one 

grade (10%) per class day that a project is late.  If you are absent on the day that the assignment is due, it will be 

due at the beginning of the class period the second day after you return. However, in the case of suspensions, 

the assignment is due on the due date. Art is a process that can often take many revisions to perfect. Once you 

have turned in a "Presentation Work" project and received your grade and feedback on it, you may redo the 

project for a higher grade if you wish. In order to have a project re-graded, you must make an appointment with 

me for a “re-grade conference” outside of class time and you must bring your original grading sheet to that 

conference. You can raise any aspect of your grade except for points lost due to turning in the project late. 

 

Make-up work will be accepted in accordance with the school policy.  See the Student Handbook if you have 

questions. 
 

 

 



Citizenship 
 

Citizenship is reported separately from academic grades. Course citizenship includes both work habits and 

attitude/behavior. Good citizenship is vital to a positive, productive school environment. Because of this, students 

who receive two or more unsatisfactory citizenship marks on a grade report may not be allowed to participate in 

extracurricular activities including athletics, dances, rallies, nonacademic music and theater performances, and 

club activities. 

In order to receive an O (outstanding) grade for Citizenship, you need to display professional behavior, the 

desire to learn and improve, a commitment not to waste valuable studio time, and respect for our precious (and 

expensive) equipment and resources. Student will demonstrate a positive, respectful attitude when working with 

others and is generous with time, effort, and ideas. Following the classroom rules and participating in class will 

ensure that you receive a good Citizenship grade.  This means being on task each and every day. 

 

Because Ceramics is a project-based class, a single incomplete project can seriously impact the overall grade. Any 

student whose grade falls below a C- due to poor participation, will receive an “N” in citizenship with the 

comment “in danger of failing”. 

 

 

Homework 
 

Ceramics is a lab class, with little assigned homework. However, students will need to research images, sketch 

ideas, keep a notebook, view suggested online video tutorials and suggested reading outside of studio time. 

Studio time should be used primarily for sculpting in clay and glazing fired work. 

 

 

Intervention Plan 
 

Students in need of extra help can come into the Ceramics studio during Advisory or attend Open Studio on Thursday 

after school. I am also available most days after school as long as the student has made previous arrangements. 

 

 

Attendance  
 

Prompt attendance to class is extremely important, as class begins when the bell rings. Entrance anytime after 

the bell rings is considered tardy or late. This means that you need to be seated and ready to work 

when the bell rings. 

 

If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to learn the material, obtain handouts and assignments and make up 

the work you missed.  All information is included in the Daily Slides posted on the teacher website. Normally, 

makeup work can only be accomplished outside of class time. Please check with me for open studio hours. 

 

Unexcused Tardy Policy—The Vista del Lago tardy policy will be enforced, with all students arriving late 

being sent directly to the office. If you are late, go to the office and get a pass before coming to class—NO 

EXCEPTIONS.   

 

 



Dear Student: 

My top priority is your success. Please do not hesitate to call or email me if you have any 

concerns. Please complete the bottom portion and have your parent/guardian return it 

tomorrow. I anticipate a great term! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ms. Kile 

dkile@fcusd.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I have read the Ceramics Course Expectations and agree to abide by the rules and 

procedures of the classroom. Please check and initial that you have read and understand 

each section: 

 

        Parent Initial    Student Initial 

Rules:        ______    ______ 

Materials:       ______    ______ 

Film and Figure Studies:     ______    ______ 

Project and Weighted Grading Info:   ______    ______ 

Late Work and Re-grades:    ______    ______ 

Attendance, Tardies and Classroom Policies:  ______    ______ 

 

 

 

Student’s signature: ______________________________________  Date:__________ 

Print Student’s name: _____________________________________ Block: _________ 

Parent/Guardian signature: _________________________________ Date: __________ 

Home phone: _________________________ Work phone: ______________________ 

Parent/Guardian email: ___________________________________________________ 
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