
5th Grade CCSS Reading Literature 

Question Prompts for Key Ideas and Details 

  Can you tell me the reasons why you think… 
?  Show me where you linked your thinking to 
the text. 

  What are the most important events that 
happened in the story?  How do you know? 

  What is the theme of this text? What makes 
you think that? 

  Summarize the story from beginning to end 
in a few sentences. 

  Can you tell me how the character solved the 
problem in the story?  What part of the text tells 
you that? 

  Describe how two characters are the same.  
How are they different? 

Question Prompts for Craft and Structure 

  What do you do when you come to words or 
phrases you do not know? (reread and try to use 
contextual clues) 

  Can you tell me how this text is 
presented/organized?  

  Think about what you’ve read.  Who is telling 
the story? 

  Can you tell how the person telling the story 
is thinking?  How does this affect the events of 
the story? 

Question Prompts for Integration of 
Knowledge and Ideas 

  Can you tell me how the illustrations affect 
the meaning/mood of the text?  

  Does this hypertext/embedded video/other 
media help you better understand the text?  
What additional information does it give you 
about what you read?  

  Think about two books of the same genre.  
What is the same about the 
theme/setting/events/characters in the two 
texts?  What is different? 

 How are the conflicts solved in similar or 
different ways? 
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5th Grade CCSS Reading Informational Text 

Question Prompts for Key Ideas and Details 

  Can you show me your reasons why you 
think…?  Show me where you linked your 
thinking to the text. 

  Can you find at least two of the ideas of this 
text and key details that support them?  Show 
me where you found them in the text. 

  Summarize the main points of the text in a 
few sentences. 

  What happened/which step comes first?  
Next?  Last? 

  Can you tell me how these two 
ideas/people/events are similar?  How are they 
different? 

  Think about these historical/scientific 
events.  Tell me how they are connected. 

Question Prompts for Craft and Structure 

  What do you do when you come to words you 
do not know? (use the glossary or reread and try 
to use contextual clues) 

  What features help you find important 
information about what you are reading?   

  How is the information organized/presented? 

  What does the author want you to learn from 
this text?  What makes you think that? 

  What is similar or different about how the 
information is presented in these texts? 

Question Prompts for Integration of 
Knowledge and Ideas 

  How does the diagram/image/video clip help 
you understand what you’re reading? 

  Can you find the reasons/evidence the 
author gives to support his/her thinking? 

  What is the same about the points presented 
in these texts?  What is different? 

  Look at these two texts about the same topic.  
Can you find the important information from 
both texts to add to your notes?  Tell me about 
the ideas you found in each text. 
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