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What is History Day?What is History Day?What is History Day?What is History Day?
Not just a “day”
FCUSD’s 9th year!y
Rigorous, challenging (and even addicting)
Integrates Common Core Standards (Cc**)
B i  d  i   hiBrings deeper meaning to history
◦ It’s not just about old, dead guys anymore. 

FMS
State Qualifiers
2011



FCUSD CoachesFCUSD CoachesFCUSD CoachesFCUSD Coaches

RCHS – Cole Cooperp
Mills – Scott Meyer
Mitchell – Ellen BurtonMitchell Ellen Burton
Vista del Lago HS – Kelly Baquero
F l  HS R  PFolsom HS – Ryan Petersen
Folsom Middle – Melissa Lawson
Judah – Maggie Itkoff
Russell Ranch – Mary Goldeny
RC Magnet – Sarah, Melissa and Julie



Special Thanks    Special Thanks    Special Thanks . . . Special Thanks . . . 

Ginny Bateman!y
She brought History Day to FCUSD
Trained many of the coachesTrained many of the coaches
Encouraged and inspired us!

Happy retirement, Ginny!



It’s all about the KIDS!It’s all about the KIDS!It s all about the KIDS!It s all about the KIDS!
They choose their own topic
◦ Everything has a history:

Math, science, literature, sports, entertainment, art.
People, places, ideas, events

They decide which category to enter
◦ Writing, technology, performing, art and design

They decide whether to work as individuals 
 i   (  hi i l  or in groups (except historical papers –

individual only)



CategoriesCategoriesCategoriesCategories

Historical paperp p
Documentary
Web SiteWeb Site
3-D Exhibit
P fPerformance

2-D Exhibit (poster) 4th-5th only



DivisionsDivisionsDivisionsDivisions

Senior
◦ Grade 9-12, inclusive

JuniorJunior
◦ Grades 6-8, inclusive

ElementaryElementary
◦ Grades 4-5, inclusive

2 D Displays only2-D Displays only



Historical PaperHistorical PaperHistorical PaperHistorical Paper

1500-2500 words (Cc**)( )
Written in MLA or Chicago style (Turabian) 
(Cc**)( )
Annotated bibliography with a variety of sources –
print, media, in-person interview (Cc**)



DocumentaryDocumentaryDocumentaryDocumentary

10 minutes, maximum
Student-created script/voice-over (Cc**)
Vid   P i t lid hVideo or Powerpoint slideshow
Annotated Bibliography (Cc**)
Embedded clips or student-produced p p
video
◦ Interviews with experts and scholars
◦ Witnesses  participants◦ Witnesses, participants



Web SiteWeb SiteWeb SiteWeb Site

1200 student-composed p
words (Cc**)
100 MB, maximum
IInteractive
Visual and text
Annotated bibliography with Annotated bibliography with 
a variety of sources – print, 
media, in-person interview 
(C **)(Cc**)

Two web sites created
By FCUSD state qualifers



PerformancePerformancePerformancePerformance

10 min., max.
**Dramatic interpretation of history (Cc**)

Monologues
Skits
Script with annotated bibliography (Cc**)Script with annotated bibliography (Cc )
Costumes, props



33--D ExhibitD Exhibit33 D ExhibitD Exhibit
500 student-composed 
words (Cc**)words (Cc )
Like a museum display
Annotated bibliography g p y
with a variety of sources –
print, media, in-person 
interview (Cc**)interview (Cc )
3-D elements, texture, 
and media
40 x 72 in., max

Cordova High School
Student and 2011 State Qualifier



22--D ExhibitD Exhibit22 D ExhibitD Exhibit

350 student-composed words (Cc**)p ( )
30x40 in., max
Annotated bibliography with a variety of Annotated bibliography with a variety of 
primary and secondary sources (Cc**)
Completely flatCompletely flat



Annual ThemeAnnual ThemeAnnual ThemeAnnual Theme
2012: Revolution, Reaction and Reform in 
History
◦ Some middle school students’ topics for this year 

include:include:
Eleanor Roosevelt, Betty Friedan, Chuck Yeager, Rise and 
Fall of Berlin Wall, Germ Theory, Tiananmen Square,
Edgar Allan Poe  The Red Scare  The Cuban Missile Crisis   Edgar Allan Poe, The Red Scare, The Cuban Missile Crisis,  
Miracle Drugs,  Title IX,  Woodstock

2011  D b  d D l   H2011: Debate and Diplomacy in History
2010: Conflict and Compromise in History



Not just a “project”Not just a “project”Not just a projectNot just a project
A full, rich, rigorous and engaging learning 
experience
Stepping stone to college-level work
100% Authentic Inquiry
◦ Primary Sources and Secondary Sources 

(C **)(Cc**)
Interviewing real people, experts, witnesses, etc.
Document based questions and answers (Cc**)Document-based questions and answers (Cc )
Thinking and writing like historians (Cc**)
Using scholarly journals and databases (Cc**)



History Day Top 10 Reasons:History Day Top 10 Reasons:History Day Top 10 Reasons:History Day Top 10 Reasons:
1. Teaches History
2  H h A d  S d d2. High Academic Standards
3. Encourages Literacy (Cc**)
4  Opens communication among families4. Opens communication among families
5. Teaches Critical Thinking
6 Energizes the Curriculum6.Energizes the Curriculum
7. Inspires Curiosity
8. Builds on Student Interests and Strengthsg
9. Activates Civic Engagement
10. Engages Students; Relevant



Goals for FCUSDGoals for FCUSDGoals for FCUSDGoals for FCUSD
Increase participation at all schools

Ad   S  F l   FCUSD h  ◦ Advancement to State Finals in FCUSD has 
increased more than seven times over since 2007. 
First National qualifier in 2011. 

Vertical collaboration
◦ Elem to Middle school
◦ Middle to High School◦ Middle to High School
Funding for coaching
Funding for travel to State and National Funding for travel to State and National 
contests
Prof. Dev. –Meeting  Common Core 
(C **)S d d  h h Hi  D(Cc**)Standards through History Day



Common Core StandardsCommon Core Standards-- WritingWritingCommon Core StandardsCommon Core Standards WritingWriting



Common Core Standards Common Core Standards -- ReadingReadingCommon Core Standards Common Core Standards ReadingReading



Comments/QuestionsComments/QuestionsComments/QuestionsComments/Questions


